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Executive Summary 
 
1. This report provides an update on recent activity relating to the Environment 

portfolio. 
 

Key Points for Consideration 
 
In presenting this report I would like to thank members, from all parties for their kind 
words and support in me holding this vital role. This role contains oversight of many 
of the things that the public want us to do as a council. Therefore, it’s my aspiration 
for all members to play their role in shaping this portfolio and my door is open for 
comments by phone, email, or meeting; anytime, anyplace, anywhere. 
 
2.  Public Protection 
 

Good News 
 
The broad range of functions delivered by the Public Protection Service continues 
to have positive, wider impacts for the Borough and the team’s actions continue 
to get recognised and praised;   
 
RBH have thanked the Environmental Protection Team as a successful 
prosecution against noise nuisance has provided the evidence for them to deal 
with a problem tenant.  
 
The British Sign Language skills of 2 licensing officers has been praised  by GMP 
officers as the licensing officers were able to help an elderly, confused, hearing 
impaired man in the town centre late at night. The man was discovered by the 
RBC officers during a joint operation with GMP conducting compliance checks to 
licence premises in the town centre.  
 
A resident who tested positive for covid 19 thanked the Health Improvement 
Team as one of the officers supported the resident, who was sole carer for their 
elderly mother living with dementia, and provided assistance to get her tested 
whilst the resident isolated. 
  



The Food Health and Safety Team have piloted training for JW Lees pub partners 
as part of the Primary Authority Partnership Agreement development.  
The delegates and JW Lees provided positive feedback about the training and 
this will help safeguard customers, particularly around food allergens.  
 
The Public Protection Service recognise and value and contributions and hard 
work of its team members. One of the Operational Managers has successfully 
completed the Mental Health First Aider training. The officer has developed and 
circulated our first newsletter promoting positive mental health and wellbeing and 
the team has provided great comments and feedback. Further editions are 
planned. 
 
Strategic Initiatives under Development  

 
GM Clean Air Plan – Work is progressing with TfGM and the other GM local 
authorities to develop and implement the GM Clean Air Plan. Cabinet on 27 July 
2021 approved Rochdale’s sign up to the proposals and range of funding support 
packages. It is expected that the full business case will be presented to 
Government in December 2021.   
 
Minimum Licensing Standards - The service continues to work with the other 
GM local authorities to develop and implement a set of minimum licensing 
standards for the taxi and private hire trade. Cabinet on 21 September approved 
stage 1 of the GM standards in relation to drivers, operators and Local Authority 
service delivery.  

 
Policy Development 
 
The Public Protection Enforcement Policy is scheduled to be reviewed and 
updated. The revised policy will be subject to consultation. Approval and adoption 
will be subject to the usual committee governance processes. 
 
Service Performance 
 
Environmental Health Team 
 
 Rochdale’s first (and only) real-time air quality monitoring station is now 

commissioned and operational. The real-time monitoring data for nitrogen 
dioxide (NO2) and particulates (PM10s and PM2.5s) is accessible via the 
following link; Latest Air Quality | Clean Air Greater Manchester (cleanairgm.com) 
The station and its installation has been fully funded by TfGM and its location 
is an extension of the existing GM air quality monitoring network.  Officers are 
trained in the calibration and upkeep of the station to ensure continuity of 
data. 

 
Licensing Team 
 
 Complaints triggered the Licensing Team to arrange a multi-agency visit to a 

potential unregulated Scrap Metal Dealer (Motor Salvage Operator). As a 
result of our intervention fire safety advice was given, activities were 
prohibited by Environment agency, and 1 x stolen recovery truck was seized. 
Enforcement is ongoing and the business is also required to obtain Scrap 
Metal Dealers Licence from RBC and the necessary Env Agency permits.  
 

Trading Standards Team 
  

https://cleanairgm.com/data-hub/monitoring-stations


 Food Fraud - over 1200 ‘Wonka’ and ‘Harry Potter’ chocolate bars have 
seized from a warehouse for trademark offences.  These bars were sold for 
£4.50 in shops in major tourist areas e.g. Windsor, Edinburgh but have not 
been authorised by the trade mark holders.  Similar investigations from other 
areas have revealed that similar chocolate bars have been rewrapped Lidl 
bars.  The Lidl bars contain hazelnut but this has not been declared on the 
bars that we have seized.  We are awaiting results by the Public Analyst but 
this could be a food safety issue as well as food fraud. 
In addition, the team have quarantined over 1100 packs of sweets, and 
hundreds more have been voluntarily recalled, due to them being labelled with 
‘The Vegetarian Society’ logo without authorisation.  Some of the products 
were not vegetarian as they contained beef gelatine. 
 

3. Low Carbon 
 

     Good News 
 
U.K. Green Building Council (UKGBC) – Rochdale Council has become a 
member of the UKGBC a charity with over 600 member organisations including 
local authorities spanning the entire building sector. UKGBC was launched by the 
construction and property industry at the Ecobuild exhibition in London in 
February 2007 to offer clarity, cohesion and leadership to a disparate sector, and 
to campaign for a sustainable built environment. 
 
Eco Business scheme – Both Your Trust and Rochdale Boroughwide Housing 
have agreed to sign the Eco business scheme pledge. 
 
Strategic Initiatives under Development  

 
 Public Sector Decarbonisation Scheme (PSDS) – Rochdale is looking to 

submit a bid as part of a GMCA led consortium for further funding as under 
Phase 3 of the PSDS which has been announced by Salix. 

 Local Area Energy Planning (LAEP) We are progressing work with the 
Energy Systems Catapult (ESC) on developing a LAEP for the borough as a 
key planning document in response to the challenge of decarbonising heat 
and transport to help inform and support local authorities, distribution network 
operators, business and communities to plan for a cost-effective low carbon 
transition to achieve Net Zero 

 Go Neutral 2 – Local Authority Assets – We have completed the site 
prioritisation exercise for our Land, building and car park assets with a view to 
developing Smart/renewable energy projects which has been submitted to the 
Greater Manchester Combined Authority (GMCA). The Combined Authority 
has published a Prior Indicative Notice (PIN) to gauge interest from investors 
and businesses. GMCA has undertaken a market engagement exercise and 
expressions of interest close on 15 October.  

 Heat Networks – A meeting has been set up with Aecom and GMCA to look 
at opportunities for developing heat networks in the borough. 

 Green Homes Grant Scheme (Local Authority Delivery Programme) - 
Rochdale has had a share of £27M awarded to GMCA across 3 phases until 
Dec 2021. Project being undertaken by Housing with Private Sector Landlords 
contributing part of the cost. 

 
      Policy Development 
 



 Climate Change Strategy - Finalising the Climate Change Strategy and 
delivery plan for submission to the Cabinet. Subject to final amendments and 
developing KPIs this was signed off by the Climate Emergency Working 
Group on 15 September. 

 Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure – Following on from the Cabinet 
approving the Greater Manchester Electric Vehicle Charging Strategy on 27 
July, work on developing a local policy for Rochdale on EV charging has been 
started and an initial policy discussion paper has been prepared. 

 GM Mayor’s Green Summit and COP 26 – Work is ongoing to develop a 
range of activities and events linked to the Mayor’s Green Summit on 18 
October and COP26 in Glasgow in November including promoting the Gaia 
Earth installation programme in November. 

 
Service Performance 
 
 Additional resources - Following approval by Cabinet on 31 August for 

additional resources to support the climate change agenda in Rochdale, the 
process of recruiting additional posts to support carbon literacy roll out for 
staff, engagement and communications on climate change and woodland and 
natural environment projects has commenced. 

 Public Sector Decarbonisation Scheme Phase 1 – We are continuing to 
work with GMCA to deliver heat decarbonisation and associated technologies 
as part of the PSDS Phase 1. Projects are due to be completed no later than 
31 March 2022. 

 Reporting the Council’s CO2 emissions – We have gathered data for 
reporting the Council’s emissions data using the LGA/Local Partnerships 
carbon reporting tool for 2019/20 and 2020/21. 

 Digital community engagement platform – We are working with 
Commonplace to develop a digital engagement platform for Climate Change 
work to enable the Council to Involve communities in climate action and find 
ways to reach net zero together. 

 
4. Active Travel (Walking and Cycling) 
 
     Good News 

Cabinet gave approval for the Highways Service to receive grants for the Active 
Travel Fund (St Leonards Street) and development grant funding for Castleton 
BeeNetwork phase 2. 
 
Strategic Initiatives under Development  
Active Travel is a priority and is key to reducing carbon emissions and links to the 
Clean Air Plan. The Castleton BeeNetwork phase 1 scheme has recently had 
further public consultation meetings with residents to discuss the proposals. 
Subject to approval this scheme will for a part of the Greater Manchester 
BeeNetwork and provide high quality walking and cycling infrastructure through 
Castleton local centre. 

 
      Policy Development 

Greater Manchester Combined Authority have sought support for approval of the 
Streets for All Strategy, which looks at the context of streets and how they can be 
used by all road users. 
  
Service Performance 
The Highways Service maintain a large number of footway, cycleway and roads 
across the Borough and there are currently no reported issues with the network. 
 



  Councillor Sara Rowbotham 
Cabinet Member for Climate Change and Sustainability 
 
 
Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of 
the Council about these or any other matter relating to Climate Change and 
Sustainability


